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Batch homogenizing plant commissioned

at Aluminiumwerk Unna AG

Hertwich Engineering GmbH, Austria, has successfully commis-
sioned a new batch type billet homogenizing plant for heat treatment
of aluminum alloys for the automotive and aircraft industry at

Aluminiumwerk Unna AG, Germany.

This furnace operates with lean energy consumption and very
accurate temperature control is achieved for both, log and air
temperatures (holding temperature +3 °C).

Careful heating of logs with low heat head during fast heating, is
achieved by continuous temperature measurement at the hottest and

coldest area.
Plant operation is largely automated.

Hertwich Engineering GmbH forms part of the Tube, Long Product
and Forging Technology Business Area of the SMS group.
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SMS GmbH is the holding for a group of companies internationally active in plant con-
struction and mechanical engineering relating to the processing of steel, non-ferrous
metals and plastics. The group is divided into the Business Areas of Metallurgical Plant
and Rolling Mill Technology, Tube, Long Product and Forging Technology and Plastics
Technology. In the year 2004 some 9,500 employees worldwide generated a turnover
of about EUR 2.20 bn.



